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TM THE CLAIMS: 



(Currently Amended) An automotive interior trim piece adapted to cover 



an air bag installation when said trim piece is installed in an automotive vehicle, said trim piece 
preweakened along a predetermined pattern so as to enable formation of an air bag deployment 



trim piece, said trim piece having an inner surface and an outer surface, said outer surface visible 
when said trim piece is installed in an automotive vehicle, said outer surface extending smoothly 
and uninterruptedly across said preweakening pattern, said pre weakening comprising a scoring 
penetrating into said inner surface and extending along said predetermined pattern, said scoring 
having a substantially regularly stepped varying depth configuration along said predetermined 



pattern but not completely penetrating through to said outer surface; said s t epped varying depth 

configuration cut into said eover trim piece bv controlled operation of a laser beam so as to result 

1 

in a series of partial penetrations spaced along said pattern a cyclically vaiTiiiE in t ensi t y lase r 



2. (Original) The trim piece according to claim 1 wherein said trim piece 
includes a substrate layer and an overlying covering layer. 



4. (Previously Amended) The trim piece according to claim 2 wherein said 
scoring extends completely through said substrate. 



opening in said trim piece by pressure exerted by an air bag deploying from an inner side of said 



beam. 
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14. (Previously Amended) The trim piece according to claim 13 wherein said 
trim piece includes a substrate layer with one or more covering layers, and wherein said scoring 
includes a continuous scoring completely penetrating said substrate layer and extending along 
said predetermined pattern. 
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